[What is the value of tumor debulking and intraperitoneal cytostasis].
Local recurrences of intraperitoneal malignancies are mainly localized at the primary tumor site and the peritoneal surface. Surgical procedures alone are neither able to further reduce the development of local recurrence nor to treat the already established recurrent disease. In this situation intraperitoneal chemotherapy as an "adjuvant" treatment modality could be thought helpful. Experimental and clinical trials have shown that high doses of cytotoxic agents can be applied to the abdominal cavity with less systemic side effects. While the recent published data are not promising for gastrointestinal malignancies, they seem to be more encouraging for ovarian cancer.